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N
OTES

(1)  I have deliberately not called people from
 the U

nited States "A
m

ericans" in
m

y ow
n sm

all attem
pt at using nam

es accurately and not perpetuating the idea
that A

m
ericans exist only north of the Rio Grande and south of Canada. A

w
hole lot of people in Latin A

m
erica think w

e are arrogant self-righteous
assholes for calling ourselves "A

m
ericans" w

ith no recognition of the rest of the
people in this hem

isphere w
ho m

ight consider them
selves so.

(2)  See especially w
w

w
.sehn.org w

hich is the w
ebsite for the Science and

Environm
ental H

ealth N
etw

ork. This w
ill lead you to all kinds of great resources

w
ithin the grow

ing field of civic, participatory science.

(3)  The increasingly critical student population is based solely on m
y observa-

tions in one class so should not be seen as anything m
ore than a grossly over-

generalized statem
ent of how

 I w
ish and hope that the larger student popula-

tion w
ill react to their professors.

(4)  This w
ebsite is one of the best exam

ples of w
hat journalism

 can be if it
severs its ties to corporations and actually focuses on reporting the new

s that
is lived by the m

ajority of the people in the w
orld. The focus is on the drug

w
ar and dem

ocracy in Latin A
m

erica but the im
plications are m

uch w
ider. I

highly recom
m

end this site to anyone interested in w
hat Giordano calls

"A
uthentic Journalism

."

I
rem

em
ber w

riting last quarter for an assignm
ent in m

y H
um

an Ecology

class that the w
ar in Iraq w

ould not only have horrible hum
anitarian

consequences, but that it w
ould also be devastating for the archaeological

heritage of the region know
n as the "birthplace of civilization." I rem

em
ber

thinking how
 it hardly seem

ed surprising that this destruction w
ould com

e from

a country w
hich has done little to protect its ow

n heritage over the years since

the "Indians" becam
e "civilized" to the point of near extinction. It is no w

onder

that this country has som
e of the m

ost lax heritage preservation law
s of any

country in the w
orld—

to claim
 the sophistication and com

plexity of the people

w
ho lived here before the U

nited States brings us face to face w
ith a sordid,

brutal past m
ost European U

nited Statesers w
ould rather forget (1). Exam

ples of

the destruction of N
ative A

m
erican sites can be seen in m

y southeastern Ohio

tow
n w

here hundreds, if not thousands, of hum
an burial m

ounds w
ere bulldozed

by land-ow
ners to create land m

ore am
enable to building houses or setting up a

double-w
ide. The U

nited States has no
law

s protecting cultural heritage sites on

private property, no m
atter how

 im
portant they are. If federal m

oney is used for

construction, i.e. roads, pipelines, then and only then is it required by law
 to do

an archaeological survey of land to be disturbed. It w
as only in 1991 that the

N
ative A

m
erican Grave Protection and Repatriation A

ct (NA
GPRA

) w
as passed by

the federal governm
ent. A

fter m
ore than 100 years of archaeological investiga-

tion (and pillage), this law
 set up rules and guidelines for how

 N
ative A

m
erican

cultural rem
ains, including bodies, w

ere dealt w
ith by archaeologists.

A
s a graduate student in environm

ental archaeology, I have spent a lot of
tim

e searching m
y soul for the reasons w

hy I am
 pursuing this field of study—

especially in the m
idst of an illegal w

ar being w
aged in m

y nam
e, the

increasing concentration of w
ealth and pow

er w
ielded by corporations and the

m
any other atrocities carried out by this dictatorship know

n as the Bush
adm

inistration. I have only recently been aw
akened to a life of activism

 and I
have this deep sense that m

y life w
ill never be the sam

e again. N
ow

 that I have
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felt the pow
er of m

y individual desire for a better w
orld, I w

ill never again sit
in cynical, intellectual, detached judgm

ent of the fucked up w
orld I see around

m
e. A

nd yet, here I am
, once again in the hallow

ed halls of academ
ia trying to

reconcile m
y activism

 w
ith the traditionally elitist, colonialist career w

hich
chose m

e long ago. I have struggled w
ith m

yself over this privileged position I
now

 find m
yself in, so m

uch so that I alm
ost quit school three m

onths ago
after only three m

onths as a fully funded graduate student.

I have since realized the lesson I learned three years ago as a senior at this
sam

e university—
m

y education is nothing m
ore and nothing less than w

hat I
m

ake of it. I do not trust the current university system
 to know

 w
hat is best

for m
e any m

ore than I trust an organized governm
ent or religion to know

 w
hat

is best (or bad) for m
e. So I m

ake m
y ow

n path am
idst this colossal institution-

alized factory that is the m
odern university, finding opportunities and

supporters in the least likely of places. I have found that if one pays attention,
it is actually possible to graduate from

 a university know
ing som

ething m
ore

than how
 to build a great resum

e and perpetuate corporate hegem
ony. These

lessons have rem
inded m

e that, ever since I w
as first introduced to archaeology

I have believed that it is im
portant and relevant to the current problem

s in the
w

orld, despite its (m
ostly) disengaged and irrelevant past. A

gainst all odds, I
am

 convinced that archaeologists can and w
ill play a vital role in building a

m
ore just, safe and equitable w

orld.
M

y belief is backed up by the fact that I am
 an archaeologist w

ho w
ill

fight tooth and nail to build a m
ore just, safe and equitable w

orld. There are
other archaeologists (and other scientists) w

ho m
ake explicit their role in

I am
 breathless at the new

ly conceptualized hugeness of this enem
y. I

sw
ore off television eight years ago and w

hile I rem
em

ber w
hy every tim

e I
happen to see one, I forgot that the reality is that 9 out of 10 people just kept
w

atching
eight years ago. I w

onder if the view
ing public is being treated to

pictures and video of the devastation at the N
ational M

useum
 of A

rchaeology in
the city w

e have recently reduced to rubble and chaos. I w
onder if the view

ing
public even has the ability to care anym

ore. I w
onder if people from

 the U
nited

States, w
ho have never been instilled w

ith any kind of respect for archaeolog-
ical heritage, even know

 the m
agnitude of the loss to hum

anity that this repre-
sents. I w

onder m
ostly w

here the rage of the citizens of this country is—
as w

e
are spoon fed lies and contradictions, and separated from

 each other, our
greatest sources of strength, by the alienation that is ram

pant in this m
om

ent
in this w

orld w
here w

e live.
In closing, I w

ant to rem
ind people w

ho m
ight be reading this that

resource depletion does not only refer to things like oil, forests and w
ater. The

earth w
ould probably—

if hum
ans w

ere to disappear—
regenerate these resources

in a m
illion or m

ore years (adm
ittedly this is no sm

all com
fort). These

resources are non-renew
able in the sense that our dem

ands w
ill out-pace the

ability of the earth to reproduce w
hat w

e have depleted. Cultural resources are
absolutely, in every sense of the w

ord, non-renew
able. Once a burial m

ound is
destroyed it can not be reconstructed w

ithout com
prom

ising its integrity. Once
an archaeological site has been excavated it can not be put back in the ground.
Once a N

ational M
useum

 of A
rchaeology is looted and sm

ashed, it can not be
rebuilt as it w

as before. W
e can not expect the Inca to return and rebuild their

m
onum

ents and lifestyles. W
e already m

urdered them
. W

e can not expect the
Plains Indians to re-inhabit this continent, leaving behind a rich archaeological
record. W

e already m
urdered them

 too. N
or can w

e expect to uncover another
rendition of ancient Babylon and A

ssyria, or to unearth again the history of
early M

esopotam
ia w

here agriculture w
as thought to originate from

. W
e have

already allow
ed it to be destroyed.

A
ccording to Fisk, the N

ational M
useum

 of A
rchaeology in Baghdad w

as on
a U

.S. m
ilitary data-base. A

rchaeologists and U
nited States m

ilitary personnel
had m

et before the w
ar started to discuss the im

portance of preserving this site
if at all possible. D

espite this intelligence, I m
ust say once again that it should

be no great surprise that this kind of destruction cam
e at the hands of a

society w
hich is so disconnected from

 a sense of the past. H
ow

ever, it is still
an outrage and w

e can change our perceptions and actions even if w
e can't

undo dam
age already done.

Sara D
eA

loia is currently a 27 year old graduate student w
ho hasn't ow

ned a tv
or a car in m

any years. She also hasn't had a "real" job in at least tw
o years.

She has no plans to change this approach to life as it seem
s to have resulted in

her ability to live a life alm
ost com

pletely free of fear. The three things she is
afraid are tv, cars and real jobs. Contact her at dealoias@

care2.com
.  

Khorsabad - Excavation of Gate A in the citadel of King Sargon II (721-705 B.C.). 
Photo from

 the 1933-34 expedition.



things, this also m
eans goodbye to the passivity of U

nited States citizens, it
m

eans goodbye to unjust w
ars—

tw
o

(!!!) of w
hich have been w

aged by the
current president, it m

eans goodbye to corporate m
edia and of course it m

eans
goodbye to the kind of m

oronic, im
perialistic adm

inistration w
hich is currently

poisoning the collective psyche of the U
nited States public. Of course, any good

scientist (or philosopher) w
ould rip apart the giant leap I took from

 the last
paragraph to this one, but then again, that’s m

y point.
I did, how

ever, start this essay w
ith a reference to the archaeological devas-

tation that w
ould result from

 a w
ar in Iraq and I w

ould like to end up there as
w

ell. The im
petus for w

riting this w
as actually a sound-bite on N

ationalist
Public

Radio (interpretation courtesy of D
avid Rovics) a few

 days ago that the N
ational

A
rchaeological M

useum
 in Baghdad (the birthplace of civilization rem

em
ber) had

been looted in the "chaos" w
hich is reigning in that "liberated" city. This sound

bite w
as supplem

ented today by an article in m
y H

otm
ail inbox by Robert Fisk

w
ho is reporting from

 Baghdad. The destruction of the m
useum

 is com
plete.

D
isplay cases and 7,000 year old ceram

ics sm
ashed to bits, untold num

bers of
artifacts m

issing, carefully recorded w
ritten records of all the archaeological

rem
ains strew

n about, tram
pled on, lost, burned, years and years of archaeolog-

ical inquiry (elitist or not) in one of the m
ost archaeologically significant places

on earth destroyed, and finally a report from
 som

e illustrious m
em

ber of the
Bush adm

inistration that U
.S. soldiers w

ere not going to stop the looting
because the looters deserved a little holiday. But, not to w

orry, w
e can rest

assured that w
hichever arrogant, self-righteous m

other fucker said that and
w

hatever corporate m
edia w

hich reported that in true "objective" journalistic
fashion are there B

ECA
U

SE W
E A

LLOW
 TH

EM
 TO

 B
E TH

ER
E!! 

Our biggest enem
y is the corporate m

edia. I have com
e to realize this the

w
ay I m

ight com
e to realize that I have alw

ays in the back of m
y m

ind hated
black licorice as I vom

it up one too m
any shots of Jagerm

eister (this analogy is
not based in any kind of experienced reality at least for this author). I have
com

e to realize this the w
ay I m

ight realize that that annoying buzz is a w
asp

just at the m
om

ent w
hen it stings m

e in the eye. A
l Giordano of

w
w

w
.narconew

s.com
, has said (and I paraphrase) that w

hen real revolution
com

es it w
ill not com

e to the gates of the W
hite H

ouse, but to the doors of CN
N

(4). It w
ill not com

e to the W
TO or the W

orld Bank but to the hallw
ays of Fox.

It w
ill not com

e to the State H
ouse or the Court H

ouse but to the television
screens of view

ing A
m

ericans everyw
here. A

s I struggled to m
ake m

y voice
heard in the m

idst of this surrealistic nightm
are that is anyw

here in the U
nited

States of A
m

erica in the late w
inter and early spring of 2003, I realized that w

e
w

ere, all of us—
in all our hopes for a better w

orld, in our idealistic visions of
som

ething (anything) different, in our com
m

unities w
here w

e gather strength,
in our sm

all acts of resistance—
w

e w
ere all looking in the w

rong direction. The
m

onster is all around us. It has been gathering strength as w
e denounce its

corporate ties and tune into N
PR or BBC. Except they are com

plicit in som
e w

ay
or another as w

ell.

creating a m
ore civic, participatory, accountable, relevant science but our

visions are not often nurtured by the university factory (2). Instead, w
e build

our ow
n m

olds and then abandon them
 as som

ething new
 and better com

es
along. This is not fickle. This is practical and it is the lesson w

hich has been
taught to us by the natural w

orld as long as w
e have been paying attention.

Rigidity has never been rew
arded in evolutionary term

s; adaptability has alw
ays

been. I find m
yself secretly thinking m

ore and m
ore often that science/tech-

nology as religion (w
hich is undeniably how

 w
e experience S/T in the m

odern
w

orld) has outrun its course, expended its last ounce of usefulness. I especially
think that as I see old-school scientists (i.e., tenured professors) defending
their positions m

ore fiercely against an increasingly critical student population
w

hich yearns for relevance (3).
I am

 not a neo-luddite either. Science and technology are here to stay
until w

e either annihilate ourselves or are invaded by aliens w
ho've been deeply

influenced by John Zerzan. Since they are here to stay, it is m
y sim

ple belief
that science and technology m

ust be accountable to the people. Socialized
science? M

aybe. D
em

ocratic science? Sure. Responsible, relevant, civic science?
D

efinitely. Im
agine if science w

ere only done or technology w
ere only produced

if it w
ere not harm

ful to the environm
ent, w

ell-m
ade (so that it w

ouldn‚t have
to be replaced every few

 years), accessible to the m
ajority of people, and

proven to greatly im
prove the quality of life for the m

ajority of people. Im
agine

if w
e could build this criteria into the research and developm

ent departm
ent of

every technology-driven com
pany or if every scientist w

ere to adopt these
criteria in any research proposal. Goodbye pharm

aceutical com
panies. Goodbye

M
icrosoft. Goodbye to so m

any of the desires and products w
hich enslave us.  

A
nd of course som

ehow
 in the ecosystem

ic interconnectedness of all

Jerw
an - The local m

ukhtar, Ali, in front of his house, w
hich is built of blocks taken from

 the
ancient aqueduct of Sennacherib (704-681 B.C.). Note the cuneiform

 inscriptions on one of the
blocks. Photo taken in 1933. 


